[Kinetics of the humoral immune response in mice immunized against and inoculated with Trypanosoma cruzi].
Evolution of the immune humoral response against experimentally induced Chagas disease was followed in three groups of white mice CD-1; one group without any previous treatment; a second group that had been immunized with membranes from cultured epimastigotes, and a third group treated only with Freund's adjuvant. The response was observed through immunotransference (Western Blot) against membrane antigens from cultured epimastigotes. As early as 11 days after inoculation, the sera of animals previously immunized showed a great number of recognition bands between 22 and 115 kDa; on the other hand, the animals treated only with adjuvant or those inoculated without any previous treatment, showed antibodies on the 18th day. These reacted against 52 and 62 kDa proteins. Antibodies against 68 and 72 kDa proteins were found on the 32nd day in mice treated with adjuvant and on the 39th day, in mice with no treatment. The antibodies could be relevant in the healing of the animals because they appear at the same time that parasites start disappearing from the blood.